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Fort Collins CO 31-01-12
Invitation and request for sponsorship of the

1st VSSO Annual Scientific Meeting

May 24th–25th 2012, The Fort Collins Hilton, Colorado (USA)

The Veterinary Society of Surgical Oncology (VSSO) will hold its’ inaugural scientific meeting in honor of Prof. Stephen Withrow in Fort Collins, Colorado (USA) from May 24th -25th, 2012.
The city of Fort Collins is located 50 minutes car drive north of the Denver International Airport on the Front Range of the Colorado Rocky Mountains and is easily accessible by air and car. 

The Fort Collins Hilton (http://www1.hilton.com/en_US/hi/hotel/FNLCOHF-Hilton-Fort-Collins-Colorado/index.do) is one of the top accommodation and conference hotels in the downtown area and will allow us to be under one roof in the heart of Fort Collins.  The Fort Collins Hilton is conveniently located between the veterinary school and the main campus of Colorado State University. It is the largest Congress Centre in the city and will facilitate integration of the scientific sessions, evening functions, coffee breaks and the exhibition area. 

The scientific programme will feature state-of-the-art lectures and in-depth seminars, for surgical, medical and radiation oncologists, a short communication section, and poster presentations. Invited speakers, who are established specialists in their respected field, will present the state of the art lectures. 

Each session will have a keynote speaker that has made a significant contribution to the field in either the human or animal oncology world. State of the art lectures and shorter poster presentations will also be presented. The two-day program will provide 16 hours of CE credit. (for more information please visit www.vsso.org)  Scientific Sessions include: 
Osteosarcoma (Thursday morning)
 
Cancer Management (Thursday afternoon)
Gamma vs. Surgery (Friday morning) 

Targeted Cancer Therapy (Friday afternoon)
Dr. Stephen Withrow, a CSU University Distinguished Professor, is retiring after 34 years of service at Colorado State University. Steve has been a mentor and friend to many of us in the veterinary oncology field. His contributions to our understanding of cancer in humans and pets, promotion of the spontaneous cancer translational animal model, his understanding and embracing of the multidisciplinary approach to cancer management, focus of basic and clinical research and compassion and care for patients have made him a pioneer in the field.

A special social event will be held on Saturday May 26, 2012 to honor Steve’s remarkable career and contributions to veterinary (and human) oncology. Please plan on attending this function in addition to the VSSO scientific meeting.

Meeting participation is expected to be in excess of 200 veterinarians. About 120 - 150 Diplomates from the US and from overseas will attend; other expected attendants include specialists-in-training (residents), faculty members from universities, as well as private practitioners. Most of the leaders-in-the-field of oncology and the veterinary profession will be at this meeting. 

All this cannot be successfully organised without the financial support industry partners that are so important to the veterinary profession and continuing education. 
The VSSO largely depends on sponsors to offer high quality scientific programmes, to further the art and science of veterinary surgical oncology and to promote state-of-the-art continuing education. This also allows us to invite internationally well-known speakers. This meeting provides exposure to a large number of key influencers in the profession and an opportunity to be associated with a quality academic programme held to honor a pioneer in the field of veterinary oncology.
Liaison officer for exhibitors

Prof. Dr. Jolle Kirpensteijn is the appointed liaison member of the VSSO and will coordinate the international sponsoring and exhibition during the next year. Jolle has a long track record in the organization of commercial exhibitions during the Annual Dutch International Veterinary Conference the ‘Voorjaarsdagen’ and in his role as President of the WSAVA. For any information you may contact Jolle via e-mail (j.kirpensteijn@ uu.nl) or by phone +31-6-41434564. Dr. Nicole Ehrhart will be your contact point for exhibition logistics. Email:  Nicole.ehrhart@ColoState.EDU. 

To facilitate sponsorship, the VSSO has established the following guidelines for sponsors, regulating exhibition space and various advertising media, commensurate with the amount of sponsoring:
In keeping with the surgical oncology theme of the Scientific Meeting, sponsorship will be available at three levels, radical, wide and excisional, corresponding to surgical margins used during removal of cancer.

1. Radical sponsor

Radical sponsors are companies that support the VSSO and have first choice in any of the events and locations in the exhibition

· USD 10,000

· Name of company is printed in beginning of all programmes on separate page (largest logo)
· Free Advertisement in program & proceedings

· Free logo in website next to Congress

· Prime location in exhibition 
· Made-to fit sponsor package including a 9 m2 free space
2. Wide sponsor
· USD 5000
· Name of company is printed in beginning of all programmes on separate page (medium logo)

· Free half advertisement in program & proceedings

· Secondary location in exhibition

· 6 m2 free space

3. Excisional sponsorship

· USD 2500 
· Name of company is printed in beginning of all programmes on separate page (small logo)

· Free quarter advertisement in program & proceedings

· 3 m2 free space in tertiary position
A variety of other sponsorship and exhibition options are also available.

Exhibition
The exhibition floor will be the centre of the conference.

· A 200 m2 square exhibition floor will be available.

· The exhibition floor is situated next to both meeting halls. 

· All conference social events (coffee, lunch, tea breaks) will be organized on the exhibition floor to allow full visibility of the exhibitors. 

· Large exhibition booths will be allowed

· The exhibition is officially opened at 10.00 hours on Thursday, May 24th 

· The exhibition will finish on Friday, May 25th in the afternoon after the coffee break

Fees for exhibition only:

· Basic administration fee
USD 350 

· 3 m2 price
USD 1000 (including registration, lunch and coffee for 1 exhibitor, add 200 USD for each exhibitor)

· Larger exhibition spaces are possible, prices are negotiable

Delegate sponsoring

Companies are allowed to sponsor local veterinarians to come to the congress for a reduced fee. Normal ECVS registration fees are USD 300.- per person. Companies can sponsor up to 10 veterinarians for 2500 USD/10 persons (full registration). This is a 20% reduction of the entrance fee! 

· Acknowledgement of sponsorship in program

Scientific sponsoring
· Sponsoring of US invited speaker (including travel, accommodation, etc.)

· USD 2000 
· Acknowledgement of sponsorship in program, during introduction of speaker and logo projection just before lecture

· Sponsoring of EU or other international invited speaker
· USD 2000 
· Acknowledgement of sponsorship in program, during introduction of speaker and logo projection just before lecture

· Sponsoring of poster session
· USD 2000 
· Acknowledgement of sponsorship in program, during introduction of speaker and logo projection just before lecture

· Prize for best poster

Social program sponsoring
· Sponsoring of coffee breaks




Cost price

· Sponsoring of lunches





Cost price

· Sponsoring of International Delegate Party


Cost price

· Banquet






Subject to discussion

· Welcome cocktail





Subject to discussion
Other sponsoring
· Congress bags






Subject to discussion

· Insert in congress bag





USD 750 
· Proceedings






USD 5,000 
· Gadgets






Subject to discussion

· Advertisement in proceedings




USD 1,500(ex color pr)


Additionally, many other parts of the conference can be sponsored:

· Banners outside the hotel

· Promotion on plasma screen all over in the hotel and in the elevators

· Opening reception 

· Sponsoring the top bar, imagine a private bar of your company!

· Corporate colours on the ceiling

· Executive rooms for sponsors, etc. etc.

Corporate (practice) sponsoring

The following sponsor packages are available:

Diamond package






USD 5000 
· Free 9 m2 exhibition space in prime location





· One full page advertisement in congress proceedings (no colour)
· Acknowledgement of diamond sponsorship in program


· Projection of slide during meeting intermissions



· Two free inserts in congress bags





Platinum package






USD 3000 
· Free 6 m2 exhibition space in secondary location



· One half page advertisement in congress proceedings (no colour)

· Acknowledgement of platinum sponsorship in program


· Projection of slide during meeting intermissions



· Free insert in congress bags






Gold package







USD 750 

· Free 3 m2 exhibition space in tertairy location



· Projection of slide during meeting intermissions



· Acknowledgement of gold sponsorship in program

· Free insert in congress bags


We cordially invite you to letting us know as soon as possible space requirements and any other advertising needs you may have. We will be happy to accommodate your needs on a „first come first serve“ basis. We kindly ask you to fill in the exhibition and sponsoring agreements and return the attached “sponsor registration form“. 
Deadline for registration of the exhibition floor and hotel rooms is April 1st 2012. 
Booking your hotel before this date will guarantee you an extremely competitive room rate. Exhibition registration after April 1st 2010 will lead to an increase in registration prices of 25%.

We are looking forward to welcoming you as exhibitor and/or sponsor during the 1st Annual Scientific VSSO Meeting in Fort Collins from May 24 and 25, 2012!

Yours sincerely,







Nicole Ehrhart




Jolle Kirpensteijn
Sponsor liaisons
Attachments:
sponsor/exhibitor registration form 
